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Tidings From the Grand East:

Fraternal Greetings
From the Grand
Master:

| would like to take this
opportunity to thank all
the brethren of our
Grand Jurisdiction for
their support and
encouragement. | am
very humbled to be
able to serve each of
you as your Grand
Master. This is a very
humbling experience
and | promise to each
of you that | will do to
the best of my ability to
do whatever is
necessary to ensure
that our fraternity will
remain strong.

It is choice, not
chance, that
determines our destiny.
And in saying this |
hope that each of you
will choose to join me in
making our fraternity
back to what it once

was. The greatest
fraternity in the world!

| believe as Master
Masons we should all
remember where we
came from, and how
we all started out on
our masonic journey.
And that my brethren
was a humble knock on
a door that was opened
to each of us, that
allowed us to become
brothers of this great
fraternity. And it is for
this very reason | am
humbled to SERVE you
and our community as
we move our fraternity
forward.

Thank you and may
God Bless you all.

Don’t miss out! Sign
up to receive every
issue of The Masonic
Trowel delivered
directly to your
e-mail inbox! Send
your e-mail address
to the Editor at:

themasonictrowel

Fraternally, @gmail.com

MW David Bradley
Grand Master of
Masons in Arkansas

No spam from me,
EVER!
T.J. Henwood,
Editor



R W Ronald Frizzell
Deputy Grand Master

Brethren:

| want to thank you for the
privilege and honor you
have bestowed on me by
electing me to serve as
your Deputy Grand
Master. | look forward to
this upcoming year and
will try my best to serve
you well. Remember, it is
up to you to keep me
straight.

One of the privileges |
have serving as a grand
line officer is the
opportunity to attend the
Conference of Grand
Masters of North America
Conference.
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On the Left, in the Grand East

Conference of Grand
Masters of North America
Conference. This year it
was held in Louisville
Kentucky. The conference
is a great opportunity to
meet grand line officers
from all over the world and
build relationships with
other jurisdictions. The
conference provides a
great platform for
discussing what
jurisdictions are doing and
the issues they face. This
year a major
announcement was made
which will provide a great
tool for membership. The
Scottish Rite Northern
Jurisdiction, the Scottish
Rite Southern Jurisdiction,
and the Shrine
International have formed
a partnership to greatly
expand the “Not just a
man. A Mason” campaign
began by the Scottish Rite
Northern Jurisdiction. If
you are not aware of the
campaign, it is a series of
advertisements and public
relations materials
designed to introduce and
promote Freemasonry.

You can check the
campaign out at;
notjustaman.org. The new
campaign is being called
“‘Be a Mason” and its
website, Beamason.org,
went live on March 3. The
website will provide
anyone interested in
Freemasonry a number of
articles of interest for
anyone new or curious
about Freemasonry,
including how to join. One
of the goals of the
campaign is offset some of
the negative and false
postings on social media.
A really interesting feature
of the site will be the ability
for anyone interested in
joining a lodge to fill out
and submit an information
form. Once submitted the
form will be forwarded to
the appropriate Grand
Lodge. The Grand Lodge
then decides how to
proceed with the contact.
This is going to be a great
way for those who would
not otherwise know how to
join Freemasonry a
chance to get in touch with
a Lodge. The Grand

Lodge of Arkansas has
registered with the
campaign and will be
taking part.

As contacts are received
by the Grand Lodge, the
Grand Secretary will
forward them to the
Secretary of the
appropriate Blue Lodge for
follow-up. To make
program work it will be
vital that any Blue Lodge
receiving a contact
follow-up in a timely
manner. This is a great
tool but to make it work we
have to do our part. If your
Lodge receives a contact,
please reach out to the
contact within a couple of
days. A quick response
will show the potential
candidate that we care and
are just as interested in
him as he is in us. Stay
tuned for additional details
as they become available.

Fraternally,
William R. “Ronnie”

Frizzell
Deputy Grand Master

o

Help!

You can help us make this newsletter better. Please
send information about your Lodge’s activities. Send
some pictures, too! Community events, helping a
Brother in need, showcasing a member’s personal
contributions to church, community, or your Lodge.

Send your information to T.J. Henwood, editor at:
themasonictrowel@gmail.com.

/




R W Boyd Freeman
Grand Sr. Warden

Brethren, have you had your
cup of Brotherly Love today?

I hope all of you enjoyed the
Grand Lodge annual
meeting this year, as | did.
Getting to see everyone

R W Christopher George
Grand Jr. Warden

Page 3

The Masonic Trowel

Pay the Craft Their Wages

and visit with those only
sometimes very seldom
seen was a real special
treat for me. | thought
Peace and Harmony
shown by all this year set a
president on how the
annual meetings should be.
It was definitely an honor to
serve as Grand Junior
Warden last year, and |
look forward to the up
coming year as Grand
Senior Warden. Trying to
fill the shoes of R.W.
Ronnie Frizzel sure won’t
be easy! He just may have
to “Whisper Good Counsel
“in my ear! All jokes aside,
we have a great Grand
Master this year, along with
some other great RW.’S in
the other chairs that will
make this year memorable.
We are here to serve you

Brethren across this great
State of ours, and we are
here should any of you
need assistance or help
with degree work or
functions at your lodges.
We can all as one
accomplish many things in
the name of Friendship
and Brotherly love.
Brotherly love always
prevails, and to me is the
most important part of
being a Mason. | look
forward in traveling with
G.M. David Bradley, along
with the other Grand Line
Officers across the state
this year. Many of you |
have visited, but there is
many more | hope to see
as we move forward. |
read my duties as G.S.W.
will do my best to serve
each and everyone of you

The Sun at Meridian Height

Brethren:

Brethren:

I would like to start out by
saying thank you to the
Brethren of Arkansas for
electing me as YOUR
Grand Junior Warden. |
am humbled an honored to
serve this great Fraternity!
Last year | did my best to
travel around the State to
fellowship with the
Brethren, participate in
Degrees, and sometimes
seeing some unexpected
part of the state when my
GPS would lead me
astray! This year | hope to
continue to keep the roads
warm to fellowship with my
Brothers in our great State.

From my travels over this

past year | can tell you that

Freemasonry is alive in
Arkansas and under the
leadership of M.W. David
Bradley we will see our
great Fraternity grow.

Again, thank you all for this

great honor and | look
forward to serving the
Brethren of Arkansas.

Fraternally,

R.W. T. Christopher
George

Wedr e

represented as Masons.
There is much to do, and |
know the new Grand
Master has a handle on it.
| know he is working
diligently already trying to
mend the severed ties of
other Grand Territories. |
am sure most of you would
welcome this and | Pray
you get behind him and
give him all the support he
needs. Look forward in
crossing paths with most
of you before the year
ends. Love thy Brother
and Neighbor.

Respectfully,

R.W. Boyd Freeman
G.S.wW

on t he

www.argrandlodge.com



M W Brad Phillips, PGM
Grand Secretary
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On The

Fraternal greetings,
Brethren!

First | want to thank
you for continuing to
trust me with the
responsibility of
serving you as YOUR
Grand Secretary. It is
humbling beyond
words to express my
gratitude to you for
the confidence and
trust you have
reposed in me to
continue serving.

As was last year, the
office of your Grand
Secretary is open to
you at any time should
you want to come by
and visit or go over
anything. | am here for
you.

Second, brother
Secretaries, please
file your 990N's as
soon as possible. The
deadline isn't for a few
weeks but while |
mention it and it is
fresh on your mind,
please file them. It's
easy to get
sidetracked and
forget. If you need
assistance, just let me
know.

Third, brother

Gr and

Secretaries, if you
need my assistance
navigating the
database. Let me
know so | can assist
you. There have been
a couple questions
asked if I would have
a class. That is fine if
you want, but | have
found a one on one
session goes quicker
and easier. If you
need me to, | will
come to your lodge
before a stated
meeting, walk you
through it, answer
your questions, and
make sure you have a
grasp of how it works
before | leave. Just
call the office and let
me know. | would be
glad to do it.

In conclusion,
congratulations to all
of the newly elected
and appointed Grand
Lodge Officers. If you
need my assistance, |
am but a phone call
away. | look forward to
a great year of
Arkansas masonry.

Fraternally,

M:.W:.Bradley R.
Phillips, P.G.M.
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R W Darrell Gifford
Grand Sr. Deacon

R W Michael Olegario
Grand Jr. Deacon
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To Bear Orders, From the East to the West

Fraternal Greetings,
Brethren !

My name is Darrell
Gifford, Past Master of

Jonesboro Lodge
#129. | am also

currently serving as
Secretary of Monette
Lodge #558.

| am truly blessed,
honored and humbled

to serve YOU and

OUR Most Worshipful
Grand Master Brother

David Bradley as
Grand Senior Deacon.

It is a blessing
beyond belief and a
dream come true to
serve you Brethren in
the Grand Lodge of
Arkansas.

My wife, Lisa and
daughter, Amanda are
very proud and
supportive of all my
Masonic endeavors. |
am looking forward to

this amazing
opportunity to meet
and work with you
Brethren and all the
officers of the Grand
Lodge of Arkansas.
My congratulations to
all the other Grand
Lodge Officers | May
God Bless us all!

Fraternally,

RW Darrell Gifford
Grand Sr. Deacon

To Bear Orders, From the West to the South

Greetings, my name is

Michael Olegario, and | am

SO ecstatic to serve as the
Grand Junior Deacon of

the M.W. Grand Lodge F. &

A.M. of Arkansas. My
journey into the Masonic
world began at a young
age. In the Philippines,

where my family and | grow
up, my father was a Master
Mason. along with this, five

of my brothers and |
became Demolays, and
both my sisters joined
Job's Daughter. Growing
up, | was surrounded by
Masonic influences in
many aspect of my life.
These influences would
stick with me as | traveled
across oceans and moved
to America. | decided to
follow in my father's
footsteps and inquired

about joining Jacinto Lodge

# 216. Once | got involved
within the Fraternity, |
immersed myself into as
much | could, | have held

various positions within my

Blue Lodge, York Rite
Bodies, Scottish Rite and
the Grottoes of North
America, while also being
a member of Order
Eastern Star.. | currently
serve as the State
Rainbow Dad of the
International Order of the
Rainbow for Girls in
Arkansas. | am currently
married to my lovely wife,
Therese Olegario, who is
also a member of Eastern
Star and Daughters of
Mokanna. | also have a
son and daughter, Josh
and Mikee, who are
Demolay and Rainbow
within the state of
Arkansas. Josh Currently

holds a state position in
Demolay, while Mikee is
acting as Grand Worthy
Advisor for the jurisdiction
of Arkansas for the current
year. My family cherishes
our Masonic bonds, and
each organization we are
involved with is so
important to each of
us.Through Masonry, |
have been able to do and
learn a lot of things in life. |
have been able to meet
and travel with the
brethren | may have not
previously known. | have
cherished my time within
this Fraternity and would
have it no other way.

Fraternally,
Michael Olegario
Grand Junior Deacon
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A “Grand” Master Mason Degree

What a “Grand” way to start a year as Grand Master! In a home-coming of sorts for MW
David Bradley, Greenbrier Lodge No. 290 raised Brother Harry “Bub” Rodes to the Degree of Master
Mason on February 22, 2020.

There were as many as 54 Master Masons present, and all the chairs were filled by sitting
Grand Officers, with exception of the Grand Jr. Deacon.

MW Bro. Bradley conferred the Degree, with the assistance of several Past Grand Masters,
District Deputy Grand Masters, and other Past Grand Officers.

Editor’s thanks to Bro. Dwayne Kennedy for this photo and information. TJH
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Shrine Reconciliation

FEZ TALK:

Congratulations to Most Worshipful
David Bradley and Most Worshipful
Brad Phillips for their new
membership as Scimitar

Shriners! We welcome all Masons to
join us at our upcoming

events. Please join us for our
Crawfish Boil on March 21st, Bingo
Night on March 26th, and our Luau
on September 26th. For more
events, times, and places,

visit www.arkansasshriners.com to
see what other events you would like
attend! | look forward to meet you |
and share in Shriner Fun and
Fellowship!

to

John Robinson, Potentate Scimitar Shriners

Proud Member of Big Rock Lodge # 633

For information about the continuing
reconciliation process, contact the Grand
Lodge Grand Secretary's office.
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Finally

As M W Bradley says, its finally here, the Official Arkansas Masonic car tag:

= —

*ArKansas’ os

AAAA

e Grand Lodge of Arkansas e

Your Lodge Secretary has information about obtaining YOUR Arkansas Masonic car
tag.

Or, you may contact the Grand Lodge Office.
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Esoterica

There is a new group of Masons in Arkansas
Delving into the deeper meaning of our Masonic Ritual:
ESOTERICA!

e g

Above: The first meeting of the new Esoterica Society on Fenruary 28, 2020.

Much has been said about our Ritual, each person has had their own particular experience with it. It
has been said that so many people just doesn't understand Ritual. Ritual is like watching a sport you
have no real understanding of. There is a phrase that says " that Hieroglyphic Light which none but
Craftsman ever saw". So much is revealed in such a simple phrase. If you desire that Ritual reveal
its innermost secrets, you must pay the price. So the next time you get asked to take a part in a
degree, truly study the part, go deeper into the part, ask questions about little words and symbols
that seem out of place and then you just might discover a whole new world opening up to you.
Reading from a book never taught a man to paint, for the canvas will only reveal its latent beauty
when the artist heart and hands are one.

| want to personally invite all Master Masons to our next meeting of Esoterica. This time we will be
meeting on April 3 6:00 PM at Trinity Lodge in the Temple. We've already got speakers in line who
are on fire to share their Masonic revelations. | hope to see each of there.

RW Monty Fulmer
Grand Lecturer
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AM.ER.T.

Arkansas Masonic Emergency Response Team

AMERT continues into 2020 with training sessions at AR Lodges. There is one in the planning
stages for Sylvan Hills 754 on May 2, 2020. We hope to schedule more training sessions soon. But,
we need volunteers to train! Please
use the form below to indicate your
interest in the program. Complete it

and return to the Grand Lodge office. 8
S ¥ ; &
| want to express my special ‘}’ﬁﬁga ' :
thanks to the brethren at right who i
came for the training at Nettleton. HN
Dwayne G. Mayher ?
ARKANSAS

MERT Interest Form

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY

First Name __Last Name
Lodge Name Lodge Number

Email Address R Phone Number (_ )

b g
mailing acdrass

. Page 10



2
, The Masonic Trowel

Are You a Lewis?

The Lewis is a tool used in operative masonry to aid the workmen to lift large heavy stones to be
placed accurately during construction.

The son of a Mason is called a “Lewis” in England because it is his duty to support the sinking
powers and aid the failing strength of his father; “To bear the burden and heat of the day that his
parents may rest in their old age, thus rendering the evening of their lives peaceful and happy.” -
Oliver

Application for Lewis Jewel

Name of Recipient:
Lodge:
Additional Name Bars (if Applicable)
Name:
Lodge:
Cost
Lewis Jewel X $50.00 each

Additional name bar X $25.00 each

Total Amount:

The requirement for qualification of the Lewis Jewel is being the
direct descendant (son) of an Arkansas Master Mason (either

living or deceased). Once the information has been confirmed in — A ¢
the Grand Lodge database for the recipients, the jewel and/or I‘EWIerE‘,DAA‘L
name bars will be shipped to the lodge postal address. It is the = @ 3
lodge/recipients responsibility to engrave the name bars so prior v/ ¥
planning is recommended. The purpose of the program is to _ ~
recognize Masonic families within Arkansas. The appropriate | e
time to present the jewel to the youngest generation within the ) 3
family is during the master mason degree after the bible, Grand y N
Masters lapel pin and other items are presented. ;I) '}7
ADDRESS TO WHERE JEWEL IS TO BE SENT: f QAM
Name:
Address: ;

Additional comments:
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